Text 7

The words of English
The words of English come from many different languages. Most of the basic vocabulary comes from Anglo-Saxon, a Germanic language. But there are at least 20,000 words of Latin origin, too: words like ‘origin’, ‘vocabulary’ and ‘different’, for example. Many other languages have contributed to English as well. ‘Algebra’ and other words that begin with ‘al’ (e.g. ‘alcohol’) come from Arabic (‘al’ is the Arabic for ‘the’). ‘Pyjamas’ is originally an Urdu word. ‘Malaria’ comes from the Italian ‘mal aria’ meaning ‘bad air’ (though today we know that the disease is caused by mosquitoes). ‘Mosquito’ is a Spanish word as, for example, are ‘patio’, ‘fiesta’, and ‘potato’. Talking of Spain, the region of Andalusia takes its name from the Vandals, a destructive German tribe who settled there about 1500 years ago. The word ‘vandal’ has the same origin. From Germany, too, comes ‘hamburger’ –a steak cooked in the style of the city of Hamburg. While we are on the subject of food, did you know that ‘breakfast’ is really two words ‘break’ and ‘fast’? Here ‘fast’ means ‘not eating’. So ‘breakfast’ means starting to eat again (Spanish ‘desayuno’ has the same idea). When you have tea for breakfast remember the word comes from the Chinese t’e, while ‘sugar’ is from the Arabic ‘sukkar’ and ‘biscuit’ means twice cooked (Latin ‘bis’ and ‘coctus’) –originally biscuits were cooked twice to keep them fresh on long sea journeys. As you can see, etymology (from the Greek meaning ‘the study of word origins’) is a fascinating subject.

A.- Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Justify your answers with words from the text. (2 marks)

1 Latin has contributed with about 20,000 words to the formation of English.

2 The Spanish words “mosquito”, “patio” and “fiesta” come originally from English.

3 Andalusia was inhabited by a Germanic tribe in the 5th century A.D. 

4 Greek has never had any influence on English.

B.- Find words in the text that correspond to the meanings below. (1 mark)

1 start

2 derives 

D.- Complete the sentences with the correct tense of the verbs in brackets. (2 marks)

1 Many different languages …. (contribute) to the formation of English.

2 Vandals … (go) and … (live) in Andalusia 1500 years ago.
3 The word “desayuno” … (have) the same idea as the English word “breakfast”.

4 … (you / think) etymology is a fascinating subject?

E.- Answer at least one of the questions below. Write 80-100 words. (4 marks)

1 Why do you think many students don’t choose Latin or Greek at school?

2 What benefits can you get from meeting students from other countries?
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